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[Abstract]  The early orthodontic treatment for
malocclusion of children is a hot but controversial topic in
orthodontics and even in the entire dental field. Most
orthodontic specialists are in favor of the early intervention for
malocclusion of children, since it can remove the adverse
factors affecting the development of maxillofacial regions and
redirect the abnormal growth of jaws, so as to reduce the
difficulty and duration of the subsequent orthodontic treatment.

However, some scholars suggest that the early orthodontic
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treatment does not seem to be beneficial. Based on review of the
current literature and clinical experience, this article analyzes
the etiologies and characteristics of different types of
malocclusions, and then discusses the necessity and ideal
timing of the early intervention for children. Classical studies
and the latest advances of the early orthodontic treatment are
summarized here.
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